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Psalm 119:71- “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might 

learn thy statutes.” 

 

John 12:17-24- 

17: The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of 

his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record. 

18: For this cause the people also met him, for that they heard that he had 

done this miracle. 

19: The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye 

prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after him. 

20: And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship 

at the feast: 

21: The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, 

and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 

22: Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell 

Jesus. 

23: And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of 

man should be glorified. 

24: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 

ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 
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Topic: “The Power of The Process”  
 

n the book of Isaiah, chapter number 55, verse 8, God makes a very 

cryptic and mysterious statement about Himself when He says, “My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are My ways your ways.” 

And if we walk with God long enough, there will be times in which it will 

seem as if He can sometimes make absolutely no sense whatsoever. And 

that’s because the human mind is geared to embrace the thing that is 

most expedient, to automatically want to take the path of least resistance. 

I mean, wouldn’t it have been more logical, that if God wanted to raise up 

a nation, why not just make one? If He wants to put a David on the 

throne, wouldn’t it be more convenient to just knock Saul off and put him 

there? To just bypass Mary, to cut out the middle man, or middle woman 

if you will and just send Jesus on down from above? But that’s human 

logic. That’s not God’s logic. That’s how we think, but that’s not 

necessarily how He thinks. But it has been my experience...that whenever 

we find ourselves asking those kind of questions, we always find that God 

has a way of letting us know that it does not matter how much we shout, 

or how many victory songs we sing, or how many times we run around 

the church, or how much money we pay the prophet, God says, “that is 

not how I roll.” I don’t do instant, I don’t do shake-and-bake. I don’t do 

microwave when it comes to your elevation. I am a God of process, you 

see, and everything and anything that has a mandate on it to reflect My 

glory has to go through a process. The heavens had to be processed, the 

earth had to be processed, don’t you know I could have done it all in one 

day, if I wanted to, but I did it in seven, and I did it that way for you, so 

that you would know, in the midst of your troubles, and in the midst of 

your trials, and while you go through  the pain of your developmental 

experience, that just like I did the heavens and the earth, just like I did 

Abraham, and just like I did Joseph, just like I did David, I am forming 

you. I am processing you, and the thing that you need to know, is that 

when I mapped out your process, I built a timeline into it. I put an alarm 
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clock on it. And I know that it looks like you’ve got a long way to go and a 

short time to get there, but I promise you that when you come out on the 

other end of this process, you will come out 

looking…walking…talking…acting…just like Me. Look at somebody if 

you will and say, “there’s power in the process!” 

The Bible says…here in John Chapter 12, that Jesus says something 

very similar to what God said to Israel in Isaiah 55, something that won’t 

make sense to you if your mind is not spiritual. He says, “Except a corn of 

wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 

bringeth forth much fruit.” Now notice who He’s talking to here. He’s 

talking to a group of people who have just seen a man who was dead, not 

just dead, but dead and stinking come back to life, rise up out of the 

grave, and walk among the living. In other words, Lazarus was a 

typology. He was a typology of Christ Himself, because Jesus was 

illustrating what was about to happen to Him, and He was also a typology 

of the Christian life. He was a picture that served to show humanity the 

principles of death, burial and resurrection. I say humanity because if 

you look closely at this passage, every representation of humankind from 

God’s point of view was there. There really are only three kinds of people 

in God’s eyes, and that’s why I don’t waste my time fighting with people 

over Black and White. First of all, the Pharisees were there to represent 

the religious man who thinks that he can please God in his own strength. 

The gentiles, the ones who had not yet heard the Gospel, yet would soon 

be invited into the family of God, were also there. And then there were 

the disciples, who were there to let us know that just because you believe 

on Jesus, just because you get saved, that does not make you exempt from 

trouble, everybody has got to undergo…the process.  

I. The Principle of Death, Burial And Resurrection 

John 12:24- “24: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 

into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 

much fruit. 
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The object of salvation is not to get us into Heaven, but to make us like 

Jesus (Romans 8:28-29). The process for us is the same as it was for 

Christ  

 Nothing that we can produce is able to impart life to others until we 

ourselves have become dead in Christ.  

2 Cor. 4:11- For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' 

sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

II. God does not deal with me as I am, but as I will be.  

 

 When He speaks to me, He speaks not to us about where we 

are, but about where we’re going.  

 Gideon was hiding when God called him a “mighty man of 

valor” (Judges 6:12) 

 God overlooked many of Abram’s mistakes because he 

wasn’t Abraham yet. 

Isaiah 43:1- “But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and 

he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have 

called thee by thy name; thou art mine.” 

 Jacob was created, but Israel was formed.  

 When He calls me Jacob, He is speaking to my History. 

 When He calls me Israel, He is speaking to my Destiny. 

 Isaiah 9:8- “The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon 

Israel. 

III. The Process will cause you to have to leave people. 

Genesis 12:1- “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of 

thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a 

land that I will shew thee…” 

  Everybody can’t go where God is taking you. 

  Abram didn’t get the details until he let Lot go.  (Genesis 

13:14- 18) 
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IV. The Process will cause you to get left. 

Genesis 32:24- “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a 

man with him until the breaking of the day.” 

 You are not going to find your true identity in a crowd, but 

alone with God.  

 Rachel dies: Genesis 25:38- “And it came to pass, as her soul 

was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Ben-

oni: but his father called him Benjamin.” 

 

V. You cannot be king until you conquer yourself (2 Samuel 5:4-7) 

 David had to go down before he could come up. 

 The “gutter”- the process is designed to cause us get down 

into and deal with our own mess before we can be elevated. 

 

VI. Embracing the process-  

 

Psalm 119:71- “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I 

might learn thy statutes. 

 

 The time will come when we stop complaining, stop running, 

stop blaming the devil, and embrace what God is doing in 

us.  

 God knows that He can trust us when we begin to rest in 

what He is doing in us.  

Phillippians 1:6- “Being confident of this very thing, that he which 

hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 

Christ…” 
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VII. Jesus went through the process for our sake – He knows all about 

it.  

Genesis 3:9- “And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto 

him, Where art thou?” 

Hebrews 4:15- “For we have not an high priest which cannot be 

touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 

 


